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FREEMAN COMMUNITY PRIMARY

SCHOOL

Friday 19" December 2025

Community

Primary School

Diary Dates

January
Monday 5" January

PD Day - no children in school.

Tuesday 6" January
All children return to school

Friday 9" January
Year 5/6 Chess tournament
@combs
(more details to follow).

Monday 12" January
Yr5 and Yr6 meet the teacher

Tuesday 13" January
YR, Yr1 and Yr2 meet the

teacher

Wednesday 14" January
Class photos

Thursday 15" January
Yr 3 and Yr4 meet the teacher

Tuesday 27" January
Year 3 Parent Workshop

Wednesday 28" January
PINs Workshop 3:30pm -5pm

February

Thursday 12" February
PINs workshop 3:30pm-5pm

Opening comment
There have been many highlights to the term with some taking place this
week. Acorn and Maple did a fantastic job performing their nativities to
parents and carers; it was wonderful to see so many of you in the
audience to support your children. Willow have also been to Steeple View
to sing Christmas songs and carols to the local residents. The children
have worked hard this term, and | am proud of all they have achieved.
All of the staff and | wish all of you a wonderful Christmas and a happy
and healthy New year. We look forward to seeing everyone back in school
on Tuesday 6" January for another term.

Stars of the week

Attendance Week beginning House Points so far...
15" December 2025 Brett: 1566
Acorn: 92.67% '
Cherry Tree: 92.69% Deben: 1665
Maple: 92.69%
Beech: 94.81% Orwell: 1484
Hazel: 95.33%
Willow: 98.15%
Oak: 93.45% Lark: 1616
Well done Willow Class for being Stour: 1528
this week’s winners!




Acorn Class Nativity

It’s been a truly sparkly week as we watched Acorn’s Twinkly Nativity! Our little stars shone brightly on stage,
dazzling us with their tremendous singing and brilliant acting skills. Every costume added to the magic, making
the performance a real constellation of talent! A huge thank you to Mrs Gooderham, Mrs Kell, and Mrs
Underwood for directing such a wonderful Christmas production!

Maple Class Nativity

Not only did we enjoy Acorn’s Christmas Nativity, but we were also lucky enough to watch Maple’s festive
performance - Hey Ewe! It was a fun, energetic, and joy-filled production that had everyone smiling. The children
looked fantastic in their costumes and delivered their lines brilliantly. A big thank you to Mrs Durler, Mrs Oxley,
Mrs Larke, and Miss Donovan for bringing this wonderful nativity to life and ensuring its success!




Suffolk PINS Project

Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools

Learning and Executive

Functioning:

How Parents and School Staff Can Work

Together to Support Neurodivergent

Children

This workshop for parents, carers and school staff will explore
cognitive differences in childhood such as planning, organising
and remembering things. The workshop will consider how these
differences can impact on day-to-day life and give advice on how
schools and parents/carers can support their children and young
people with cognitive differences.

Tnese sessions may contain som recorbed conlert which has been Geveloped by e
Psychology n Schools Team, Norfolk and Suffolk NHS Foundaten Trust,
facitated by the Suflolk Neurodiersy Indusion Faciiators part nlEanylmelvemn

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services.

When & Where?

Wednesday 28" January 3.30-5.00pm

How do | book my place?

Please email the school office if you will be attending
and if you require a free childcare place in The Den'

admingfreemacpschool co.uk

PINS Workshop

We would like to extend our thanks to all the parents who attended
our first PINS workshop. It was wonderful to see so many of you
there. The session provided a valuable opportunity for parents and
staff to come together, share perspectives, and gain a deeper
understanding of both the challenges and the positives
experienced on each side.

We would like to invite you to join us for our second PINS workshop
on Wednesday, 28th January. You do not need to have attended the
first workshop to take part, as each session is designed to stand
alone. To support parents, we are pleased to offer a free childcare
place in Our Den for the duration of the workshop.

Please get in touch with the office to book your space!

My Clothing

My Clothing are pleased to be able to offer
another discount period that runs until the
end of the year. The details are as follows:

Code: 10%myc2025

Expires: 31st December 2025

Don’t forget about Wraparound Care: The Den!

)

Freeman Community Primary School’s
Wrap Around Care is now open!

“The Den”
is now available every school day.

Parent Governor Vacancy

A reminder that we still have a vacancy for
a Parent Governor on the school’s
governing body.

If you have an interest in education and can
commit to one evening, six times a year
and occasional visits during the school

day, we would be very pleased to hear from

you.

Please contact the office for an application

Session times: 3:15pm-4:15pm and 4:15pm-5:15pm

% Cost: £5 per session
A )
' '\ Tax Free Childcare Accounts can be used. /%Q

Parents pay £4 a session, the Government top -
up the rest!

Spring Term- PE Days

Please find below the PE days for next Spring Term. Children will
need to come in to school in the correct PE kit on these days;
long hair needs to be tied back and earrings removed.

The winning house!

The house that collected the most house
points this term was GIPPING HOUSE!
They have been following the golden rules
perfectly!

They will receive their treat after the
Christmas holidays. We will let you know

when this will be next half term &

Acorn- Monday pm and Wednesday pm
Cherry Tree- Wednesday pm and Friday pm
Maple- Tuesday pm and Friday pm
Beech- Monday pm and Thursday pm

Hazel- Monday pm and Tuesday pm

Willow- Monday pm

Oak- Thursday pm and Friday pm




Inces of Stowmarket

You may have seen in the local news recently that after 58 years serving the local community Inces in
Stowmarket have announced that they are closing. Inces have been stocking our school uniform for as long as

we can remember and remaining uniform they hold is available to purchase at a discounted price both in store

and online.
Freeman Community Primary School uniform will still be available from "My Clothing" at the following link.
We are sure that you will all join us in thanking the team at Inces for their many years of service to our local
community.

Get Ready for the Winter Mini Challenge!
An exciting online reading challenge is coming your
way from 1 December 2025 to 20 February 2026.
Are you ready to take it on?

Click the link below to sign up and start your
reading adventure: Summer Reading Challenge

THE
READING
AGENCY

‘Story

arden

Winter Mini Challenge

Art Competition

U11 Dodgeball Competition!
Our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils represented the school
brilliantly in the recent U11 dodgeball competition.
They demonstrated outstanding sportsmanship and
competed with determination and enthusiasm. Well

done, Freeman!

Christmas Jumper Day
Thank you to those of you who contributed to our
Christmas Jumper Day fundraiser last week. As this
was our first fundraising event using solely an online
Just Giving account, instead of taking cash in
School, we are pleased to report that we have
raised £72 for Save The Children.
& Q) save the Children %

Christmas



https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.inces.co.uk/c/schoolwear/freemans-community-primary-school
https://myclothing.com/collections/freeman-community-primary-school-8075/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAgP_JBhD-ARIsANpEMxwOzfPdmGyHxiiGaQKZ-A6Nt-oxizuudTguoQXV_ifttRfCbenaWTIaAndiEALw_wcB&utm_source=google&campaign_id=21364618932&ad_id=704526370295&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=SWK:+Search+-+Brand&utm_content=164423844655&utm_term=&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21364618932&gbraid=0AAAAACvYytI2PQRuDGitG1ywlMU6_IqEj&gclid=Cj0KCQiAgP_JBhD-ARIsANpEMxwOzfPdmGyHxiiGaQKZ-A6Nt-oxizuudTguoQXV_ifttRfCbenaWTIaAndiEALw_wcB

Our Wonderful Christmas Church Service
Today, our school community came together at the church to celebrate the joy of Christmas. The service
was filled with festive cheer as the children sang beautifully, shared thoughtful readings, and reflected on
the true meaning of the season. It was a special time for everyone to pause, give thanks, and enjoy the spirit
of togetherness. A big thank you to the church team, and the staff who joined us and helped make this

event so memorable. Wishing you all a peaceful and joyful Christmas!
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Wake up Wednesday

\WhatParentsi&IEducatorsiNeed|tojknowlabout

Al TOYS

This festive season, the newest toys on the shelves do not just blink or make noise; they listen. Many
now come with artificial intelligence (A)), allowing them to talk, learn, and even respond to o child's

emotions. These toys can be educational and engaging, but they also collect, store, and process
information. This guide explains what that means for fomilles and why it motters.

TOYS THATLISTEN © oo
AND LEARN .

WHEN 0 10y utes AL It COHeCTS OO0 Such 04
voice recordings, inlercctions, and bockground
sounds. This formation is sent 8o remats
sarvers whaie it s onalysed to imgrove
FEAPOSaed. YO Child's Woite DeCcomen Lraining
dafta, which may be stored incdelintely of shared
with thied parties

- e

WEAK SECURITY m

PROTECTIONS

Some Al toys have poor pastword protection

or open network connections. Others may hove
CIOPhONes o COMeras That 1oy On, even
when [he toy Oppears 1o Be off. TNs can lead (o
recordings being made without your knowledge,
Inciuding conversations unrelated to play

ARTIFICIAL VOICES,
REAL INFLUENCE

For very young children, on Al companion may
BaCore 0ne of the fiest vOR 01 thay ImMeroct with
reguiarly. Mow that voice shows humour,
empothy, or autharity con shape how o chila
leama 10 communicate If the moded is artificiol
then port of whot is leamed is aviificiol os well
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PRESSURE TO
KEEP ENGAGING

BOME 10YS TewOId FeDedted uie OF FOCK
sngogement, encouroging children to interoct
maee, When children compare how their toys
Pariorm, 7 Creates pressure to play more aften,
s Increodes the amount of data caliecied and
can mcke leoarming feel ike compettcn.

MARKETING
THROUGH PLAY

Toys thot lecrn o chisd's praferences may
foed that dato into fture advertising A toy
ot knows 0 Child's fovesrte Colour of hably
could help 0 comparry desion mote lergeted
marksting to that child ond ther family.
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PLAYTIME AS
DATA TRAINING

The information coliected from chiigren

Polps OIn Al systems. Thelr voit e, emotionol
responaes, ond bebavicur shape how machines
underitond” people. Moy becormes portol o
M h lorger system that iIntuences how Aature
technologies bohove
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' | LAdvice for Parents ‘ Educators

START WITH A CONVERSATION

Tolk 1o young pecpie. [xplain thot some toys
Ipom from what they oy ond do. Meip them
understand that even iriendly technalogy
shauld hove Boundarion, ond o ask questions
cbout It Cutiosity is healthy, bind trust is not.

RESEARCH BEFORE YOU BUY

LOOk for Loys IhOt work oMine of stove doto kcaly. m
Check lor o free or demo verzion 30 you con test
Bow It behoves. Read privacy policies to ‘

Wndervond what 3a10 is colected, whaere it goos, »

ond wheihar iU's thored with others,

Meet Qur Expert

SET LIMITS ON USE

Turn ofl Wi-Fi or lustooth when the toy is nat g
In usa. Check for updates reguiarty, os they

con chongs privocy of safety settings. Treot

connecled toys e any smart device: they shoud be
menitored, updotled, and swilched off when not In use.

REVIEW PRINVACY SETTINGS

Find out where the Ga%a Is s3ored and who hos
0C0ess 10 1. S0me componies sefl o shore dota
with odvertisers. If the Yoy connects through an
opp, check whaot f requests access 8o and femit
those per h P

Clare Mowking Is Ereculive Direclor of Kompass [ducation. She odviies
@overnmenta, schocl trusts, ond global organisations on M governance
ond sofeguording. helping sohoals ond lamites understond how
10chnokegy shopes oming, wellbeing, ond the Gigitol future of children

'MODEL DIGITAL AWARENESS

Childron learn from odulits. ¥ they see you
checking privacy settings, recding terms, ond
tolking openty about eniine salety, thay are more
Baly 10 do the same. Show 1hem how Lo oestion
lechnalogy in & heaithy way.
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BALANCE Al WITH REAL PLAY

Al toys con De hun ond crotitive, Dt they ore

et o replocernent for rect humon intaraction
Incourcgs trme away froem technclogy with

octivines 1hot faster amotional nd sociol develpment

4 Ute Al toys Lo suppeet loaming, not define L
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