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FREEMAN COMMUNITY PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Community

Primary School

Friday 26" September 2025

Diarv Dates Opening comment
] This week the children have been busy in their classrooms preparing

for our annual Harvest Festival; thank you for your donations, | look
Monday 29" September ) ) :
Friends of Freeman AGM, forward to sharing with you the impact that they have.
6:00pm The lost property box has been out on a few occasions, and the
amount of uniform in there is starting to grow. Please make sure you

September

October have a look when you are next on the playground and please
Thursday 2", Friday 3™ and

Monday 6" October
Book Fair after school

remember to label your child’s uniform. Thank you.

Tuesday 7" October Stars of the week

Parent Consultations

Thursday 9'" October
Parent Consultations

Wednesday 22" October-
Friday 24" October
Year 6 Residential

Friday 24" October
Break up for Half Term

November

Monday 3" November
Children return to school

Friday 21°t November Attendance Week beginning House Points so far...
i 22" September 2025
Willow Class Parent Workshop AcoI:n: 95,980, Brett: 668
Wednesday 26" November Cherry Tree: 97.78 % Deben: 472
Hazel Class Parent Workshop Maple: 96.99%
Beech: 94.07% Orwell: 499
December Hazel: 98%
Thursday 4" December Willow: 94.64%
Beech Class Parent Workshop Oak: 95% Lark: 592
Well done Acorn Class for being this Stour: 533
week’s winners!




Hazel Class
Hazel Class have had a wonderfully busy start to the year!

Every Wednesday, we’ve been enjoying our swimming lessons at Stowmarket Leisure Centre, building
confidence and having fun in the water. In RE, we’ve explored how Jesus inspires Christians to help and serve
others, focusing on the story of Zacchaeus. Our science lessons have introduced us to the fascinating world of
classification, where we’ve been using Venn diagrams to group living things. In art, we’ve taken inspiration from
the vibrant Rainforest to design our own patterns, which we’ve transformed into beautiful batik creations.
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Pupil Premium Funding Exciting Opportunity!
There's a fantastic writing competition

Do you receive any of the following? you and your child might enjoy taking part

®  Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400 in. The BBC's 500 Words contest is now

® Income Support ert

® Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance Open from 23rd September, and it'sa

® Income-related Employment and Support Allowance B 1

® Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 great Chance to get creative together'

® The guarantee element of Pension Credit

®  Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Can your child write a sto ry ofu P to 500
Tax Credit)

® Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual household income of no more than wo rd S?

£16,190

Click the link for all the details and how to
enter: 500 Words

Pupil Premium is extra Government funding given to schools for the specific purpose of boosting
attainment. Freeman CP School will receive an additional £1,455 funding per child which we can use in a
variety of ways, including extra support staff and activities, but we can only apply for this if you claim your
free school meals (even if your child is receiving a lunch at no cost in Reception through to Year 2 or still
chooses to have a home packed lunch.)

If your child is in receipt of FSM we can offer financial help towards:

School uniform

Breakfast and after-school clubs
School trips and KS2 residential
Follow-on music lessons



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words

BBC 500 Words: an exciting opportunity Bury Literacy Festival

t.Edmunds

Literature Festival

Celebrating books and writing in the heart of East Anglia

There's a fantastic writing competition you and your e
child might enjoy taking part in. The BBC's 500
Words contest is now open from 23rd September to
Friday 7"" November, and it's a great chance to get
creative together!

This year’s Festival runs from Sunday 5™ October to

Can your child write a story of up to 500 words?
yourchiidwr yorup W Sunday 19" October.

There are two age categories: 5-7 and 8-11 year olds
and spelling, punctuation and grammar are not
marked.

Further information can be found here.

Further information can be found here.

Chocolate
BINGO

Friday 17" October
3.30-500PM

A fun filled family event with
a chance to win lots of sweets and
chocolate goodies!

Details of how to buy tickets to be
revealed soon!

My Clothing

FLASH SALE

Use code SEP10 at checkout for 15% discount.

Promotional code valid from Thursday 25" to Monday
29" September.

www.myclothing.com

Freeman Community Primary School’s
Wrap Around Care is now open!

“The Den”
is now available every school day.

Session times: 3:15pm-4:15pm and 4:15pm-5:15pm

’

% Cost: £5 per session ’
25 /
’ @ TaxFree Childcare Accounts can be used. P%‘(,

Parents pay £4 a session, the Government topSsage.
up the rest!



https://www.burylitfest.co.uk/boxoffice
http://www.myclothing.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words

Harvest Celebration

This week, our school came together as a community to celebrate the harvest at our local church. It was a joyful
occasion filled with singing, poetry, and thoughtful reflections on harvest traditions around the world.

Each class contributed something special, and the service was a beautiful reminder of the strength and unity
within our school. We couldn’t be prouder of everyone involved!

Menu Change - Thursday 2" October

Option 1: Sausage and chips
Option 2: Vegetarian sausage and chips

A choice of desserts will be available,
together with jacket potatoes and school
packed lunches with ham, cheese or tuna.

World Mental Health Day

To acknowledge World Mental Health Day on Friday, 10th
October, we invite all children to come to school
wearing yellow. This small gesture helps us raise awareness and
show support for mental health and wellbeing.

Whether it's a yellow t-shirt, socks, or even a hair accessory -
every splash of yellow counts!

Thank you for your support

Applying for a Secondary School

The admissions process is different for children and young people who already have EHC plans.

However, if you have requested an EHC needs assessment, or this is underway, do still apply through
admissions, as there is no guarantee the assessment will lead to an EHC plan.

Apply for a secondary school place 2026/2027 - Suffolk County Council

Our web information includes:

Choosing a school for a child with SEND - Suffolk SENDIASS

Transition tips (changing school or key stage) - Suffolk SENDIASS

SEN Support - Suffolk SENDIASS
SEN Information Report - Suffolk SENDIASS
Preparing for the transition to secondary school for children with SEN - webinar recording

Applying for
secondary school
2026/2027

Deadline:
31 October 2025

The process is different if
your child has an EHC plan.



https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-places/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place-2026-2027
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/education/choosing-a-school-for-a-child-with-send/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/education/sen-support/transition-tips/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/education/sen-support/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/education/sen-information-report/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-UX1YwG3WE&t=674s

Wake up Wednesday

What{Parents & Educators Need to Know about

GROUP CHATS

On messaging opps, soclal media and online games, group chats are one of the most popular %
ways that children connect. Group chots allow messages, Images ond videos to be shared in
one place and help friendships flourish; however, they also come with a number of risks.

TEASING AND BULLYING

Chidren of oll oges are keen to f2 in soclaity,

ond group chots con semaetimes complicate

1hat process. While group chots can faster connection,
they can alse give way to mean commaents o jokes ot
10Meone’s sxpenie, sspecially wiven ethers join in for
laughs. When bullying hoppens publicly, in fromt of
friends ond clossmates, it con intensity the emotionol
impoct - adding 1o embarrossment, anxlety and
feolings of isclation for the child being torgetod

UNKNOWN MEMBERS

Chiidren ofton con't control who is odded to 0 group,
which can leod 1o privocy concems, Sharng personct
details in group chots con be dangercwus, and chikdmn
have no contral over whot others do with the moteriol
thay send. Some members of the chat might even
decide to use such information makiciously.

PEER PRESSURE

Chiidren may fesl they hove 1o constantly stay

goged justto be ond keop up with the
comwrsation in same cases, they might partcke in
inoppropriate behovicurs -~ e sharing explicit photos,
Jokes of teasing - just to it in. Group settings can oiso
encouroge children to act in woys they neemally
wouldn't, or stay siflent when they know something Is
wrong, out of fear of being excluded. Some children
may find it difficult to leave toxic group chats

CONSIDER OTHERS' FEELINGS
"\'\

Group chots con become an areno lor ohildren
10 compete for sociof status. Melp children
consicder how peopie might foel if they behave
unkindly. ¥ @ chiid does upset IGMecHe, sNCouUroge
1hern 1o reoch out, show smpatty ond apologise for
1hair mistoke
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INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

Some group chats may include Inoppropriate k’

longuage or iImagery. Even if o child lent actively
participating in the conversotion, they may still be
oaposed Lo this content simply by being part of the
group. Some opps have discppecring metsaging
feotures, where content is only avoiloble once or for
0 fow seconds, which makes it harder for children to
report something they‘ve seen

|- \

" EXCLUSION AND ISOLATION

Exchusion in growup chats Is commen and con take
several forma. Sometimes a new group is created
specitically to leave 0ne child cut on purpose. In other
coses, the chat may happen on an opp that a child
doesn't have occess to, making It impossible for them
1o Join in. This con couse feelings of being left out -
ven unintentionally.

VIDEO AND LIVE CHATS ¢ /2

Many popadar opps allow children 1o engoge in live
streaming with interoctive chots o¢ have group video
ohots. Anwone ©on be added to these streams, ond
often children tag peers in the comments and have
conversations which ore unmoderated. There's a risk of
being exposed to Incppropriate or violent content and
cifentive languoage, sither in the group videos or via
the group chats

N

SET SOME GROUP CHAT RULES

Discusas safe group chot proctices, such as asking
a peer for corsont before odding them 1o a group
chot, or leaving o group chot If o stronger is

odded. Tel chikiren thot if they're odded to o group
they didit ogres 10 beforehand, it's OK for them o
leave immaediately.

SUPPORT, NOT JUDGEMENT

Group chats am an exceliant way for children to
connect and feel Ske they belong. However, remind
them that they can confide in you If they leel bullied or
excluded, instend of responding to the person who's
upset tham. Volidate their feelings ond empower them
by discussing how they'd lke 1o handie the situotion.
You con olto encourage chilacen to speak up I they
witneis others being bullied

¥ | ——

Meet Qur Expert

PRACTISE SAFE SHARING

it's vitol for children to be awore of what

they re sharing and who might potentially see &

Irsure they understand the importonce of not N
revecling personol detoils - like their oddress, thel
school, of photos they wouldn't ke 1o be seen widely.
Remind them that once somathing is shared in o group,
they con't be certoin where It might end up or how it
might be usea

Dv Clake Sutheriond is an online sofety consultant ot BCyberAwore, whe
developed anti-bullying and cyber-salety workshops and policies for s
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BLOCK, REPORT AND LEAVE

\
il a child encounters inappeopriate content \ 4
or leels uncomlortable in a group chot, encouroge
them 10 block and report the sender ond leave the
group. Make sure children know it's OX to leave o
group chot if they fee! uncomfortobie or unsafe

SILENCE NOTIFICATIONS

Being bor d with Scat from
a group chot can be an irrtoting distraction

- espocially If it's hoppening late in the

ovening. Explain to children that they can still be
port of o group chat whie disabling notifications. in
foct, it would be hecithier for them to do 30, helping
them avold the pressure to respond immadiately

in Austrolio and the UK. She hos written various ocademic papers and carrio:
out resscarch for the Australian governmaent, comparing the intarnet use ond
online behavicurs of young people in the UK, USA and Australia




